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INVITATION
WEARFAIR FASHION SUMMIT 2010

International conference on ethical fashion

LINZ, October 8 – 10, 2010 

The term ‘ethical fashion’ (in Polish: “odpowiedzialna moda”) is widely used to describe fashion manufactured according to socially responsible and eco-friendly standards. The WearFair Fashion Summit 2010 addresses this international trend and provides comprehensive expertise in selected subject areas as well as an overview of the latest developments in the ethical clothing industry. The conference targets both well-established businesses and industry newcomers. Internationally renowned experts will share best practice examples in ethical fashion and demonstrate how alternative concepts can be successfully implemented. Discussions will feature potential challenges for designers and retailers alongside strategies to confront them.

This international conference offers a forum for discussions and the exchange of experiences for retailers, designers, producers, certification experts and all those interested in launching a business in the ethical clothing industry. The WearFair Fashion Summit is in particular geared at boosting the network between all industry stakeholders who will have the opportunity to share established knowledge about alternatives to counteract exploitative garment production methods.

Learn more about cutting edge developments in the international clothing industry! Get hands-on information on sustainable strategies to fit your business!

Grab the opportunity to forge new relationships and develop strategic partnerships to promote your ideas!

The conference will be held in ENGLISH

PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

Friday, October 8, 2010, 1 pm – 7 pm

Focus: Sustainability - main challenges and benefits
Benefit from real life experiences – learn more about successful concepts and challenges in the fair and ecological fashion industry: 

· … through the eyes of a Mauritius based clothing producer - Gabriel Kamudu, Managing Director of Craft Aid, an organisation dedicated to the promotion of ecological and social standards and a trade partner of EZA Fairer Handel since 2005.

· … from the standpoint of a successful, sustainable fashion label - Safia Minney (to be confirmed), founder and CEO of People Tree, the leading lifestyle brand when it comes to fair trade fashion.

· … insight provided by an independent verification organisation - Sophie Koers, Marketing & Communications Manager of Fair Wear Foundation, the most widely recognized certification initiative for socially responsible and equitable production in large and small companies.

Focus: Ethical consumerism

Meine weiße Weste – Welche Mode für mich tragbar ist (presentation in German)

Author and expert for green fashion Kirsten Brodde will share her views on conscious consumption and current trends in the fair and ecological industry.

Saturday, October 9, 2010, 9 am – 5 pm
Focus: Latest market developments concerning ethical fashion
Johannes Heiml, project manager of the WearFair initiative at Südwind will present facts and figures on the ethical fashion market.

Focus: Certification and verification
Find your way through the “certification jungle“: what can we expect from quality labels and certifications?
· Sophie Koers will present the Fair Wear Foundation, an independent certification initiative that engages companies, trade unions and the general public in the evaluation procedure.
· Simone Hueber, IMO control, will provide an update on the Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS), today’s leading global standard to combine ecological and social aspects throughout the entire production chain.
· Regina Dicken will talk about FAIRTRADE certified cotton and criteria for fair trade.
Workshops (on-site registration)
Specialised workshops for various target audiences with the following topic areas:
· Purchasing: the sourcing of socially and ecologically compatible materials and fabrics is often the first hurdle when entering the fair fashion industry. What options are there - and what about small quantities?
· Clean&Unique: How can small businesses support each other’s efforts in establishing a fair and ecological production chain?
· Best practices: learn from outstanding initiatives!
FURTHER EVENTS
The WearFair Fashion Summit is a part of the WearFair, the Austrian annual Fair for Ethical Fashion. 

All conference attendees are invited to join in the WearFair events:
· Friday, October 8, 2010, 10 am
Screening and subsequent panel discussion with Stefan Kerl, coordinator of the Clean Clothes campaign
China Blue: documentary on labour conditions in a Chinese jeans manufacturing plant by Micha X. Peled (USA, 2006)
Please note that registration for this event is required!
· Friday, October 8, 2010, 7.30 pm
WearFair fashion show at the Power Tower (Energie AG), the most energy efficient building in the city of Linz
Discover how appealing ethical fashion can be! The fashion show features the exhibitors’ latest collections covering a wide range of styles from young fashion to sophisticated designer wear.
· Friday, October 8, 2010, 9 pm
The WearFair fashion show will be followed by a Networking Party
· Sunday, October 10, 2010, 10.30 am
Fashion show for baby and kids fashion 
Why should grown-ups have all the fun? Take a look at the top favourites for toddlers and trendy gear for youngsters in a special show for fair and ecological clothing for babies and kids ages 0 - 12.

For more information about WearFair and all events see www.wearfair.at
Experts at the Fashion Summit (in chronological order)
	Gabriel Kamudu Craft Aid
	Gabriel Kamudu is the Managing Director of Craft Aid based in Mauritius. Craft Aid produces for various trade partners including the Austrian fair trade company EZA Fairer Handel GmbH and the designer label ‘Göttin des Glücks’. Craft Aid cooperates with selected GOTS certified manufacturing plants which dye and print fabrics and produce woven and knitted goods using organic Indian FAIRTRADE certified cotton. Craft Aid, a member of the WFTO (World Fair Trade Organisation), carries out cutting, textile printing and mass production in its proprietary manufacturing facilities.

	Safia Minney* Founder of People Tree
	Safia Minney is the founder and CEO of the successful UK lifestyle brand People Tree. People Tree is a pioneer in producing fair fashion whilst upholding fair and ecological standards. They have shown that humane and environmentally friendly fashion can be stylish, exciting and affordable at the same time. People Tree works successfully with fine designers from across globe.

	Sophie Koers Fair Wear Foundation
	Sophie Koers leads the Marketing and Communication Department of Fair Wear Foundation (FWF), an international multi-stakeholder initiative based in Amsterdam and dedicated to promoting fair labour conditions in the garment industry across the globe. FWF helps small and large companies in utilizing transparency as a competitive edge in the market place.

	Kirsten Brodde Author
	Kirsten Brodde is regarded as one of the leading experts in green fashion. The Hamburg based author has published the reference book “Saubere Sachen“. Apart from her long lasting editorial involvement with the Greenpeace magazine, she writes shopping columns for the German magazine „STERN“ alongside articles for „GEO WISSEN“, and „DIE ZEIT“. She also runs a blog (www.kirstenbrodde.de) that offers information on green labels, Greenwashing and shopping ideas. 

	Johannes Heiml

Südwind Agentur
	Johannes Heiml is the coordinator of the Südwind WearFair initiative which offers consultancy for consumers and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the area of fair and ecological fashion. WearFair identifies problem areas and their possible alternatives within the global garment industry. WearFair is a platform for exchanging innovative approaches and for promoting networking activities between experts and other interested parties.

	Regina Dicken FAIRTRADE Austria
	Regina Dicken is leader of the Marketing & Key Accounts Trade Department at FAIRTRADE Austria. FAIRTRADE certified cotton has been available for use in textile products in Europe since 2005. FAIRTRADE is currently drawing up standards for the entire clothing production chain.

	Simone Hueber IMO control
	Simone Hueber works for the Textile Department at the Institute for Market Ecology (IMO, Institut für Marktökologie). IMO control is an independent and globally operating certification body for organic and sustainable manufacturing standards and an accredited certification body for the Global Organic Textile Standard (GOTS). 

	Stefan Kerl

Clean Clothes Campaign
	Stefan Kerl is responsible for campaign coordinating at the Südwind Agentur. The Clean Clothes Campaign is supported by numerous NGOs and workers associations around the world as the campaign aims to improve labour conditions and back workers’ rights in the international garment and sports goods industry.


*to be confirmed

Conference venue
Wissensturm, Room 1505

Kärntnerstraße 26

4020 Linz

Austria

Registration (see the application form attached)
Registration must be completed by August 15, 2010.

You shall register using the e-mail at zuzanna@zielonasiec.pl.
Travel expenses 

For conference attendees public transport costs from Poland to Austria and back are reimbursed upon submission of the validated tickets. Please note: Polska Zielona Sieć will be arranging the return group ticket from Kraków to Linz and it would be highly recommended for you to travel with us.
Accommodation in Linz 

Polska Zielona Sieć can make a middle class hotel booking and cover participant’s expenses for hotel (two nights) therefore it’s vital for you to register by August 25, 2010.

Should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact conference team in 
Austria:  Heike Hochhauser heike.hochhauser@suedwind.at +43(0)1 405 55 15 330 or in Poland: Zuzanna Zajczenko: zuzanna@zielonasiec.pl (+48) 661 79 79 70 
You will be provided with detailed information on the WearFair Fashion Summit in due time after the registration deadline.
Organizer
Südwind Oberösterreich
Südtirolerstr. 28 /2

4020 Linz
Austria

WearFair, a Sudwind initiative, offers advice to consumers and small and medium-sized enterprises related to ethically produced fashion. It aims to raise awareness about existing conditions in the global textile industry and to present alternatives. The initiative strives to promote networking and exchange between experts and interested people on innovative approaches. The Austrian annual Fair for Ethical Fashion - the WearFair - is part of this initiative. Polska Zielona Sieć, together with Sudwind, coordinates The Wearfair project in Poland, where it’s known as “Kupuj odpowiedzialnie ubrania”
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	Projekt "Kupuj odpowiedzialnie ubrania" jest współfinansowany ze środków Unii Europejskiej. Za treść publikacji odpowiada Polska Zielona Sieć, poglądy w niej wyrażone nie odzwierciedlają w żadnym razie oficjalnego stanowiska Unii Europejskiej.


